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PRESS RELEASE

November 26, 2008                                                                                                                   FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    
THE COUNCIL FOR A PARLIAMENT OF THE WORLD’S RELIGIONS HOSTS “AUNTY JOY” WANDIN MURPHY, ABORIGINAL AUSTRALIAN AND SENIOR WOMAN OF THE WURUNDJERI PEOPLE FOR A MULTI-RELIGIOUS, MULTI-CULTURAL DIALOGUE AND PERFORMING ARTS CELEBRATION

Chicago, Illinois, December 7, 2008 – This Pre-Parliament event is a precursor to the 2009 Parliament of the World's Religions, to be held in Melbourne, Australia in December, 2009. Hundreds will gather for Living Within Our Means: The Wisdom of Our Traditions for a Changing World at the University of Illinois at Chicago’s UIC Forum. Religious, spiritual and civic leaders from throughout the Midwest and diverse parts of the world will participate in expert panel discussions, interreligious dialogue and a celebration of shared cultures and faiths.  
Professor “Aunty Joy” Wandin Murphy, the Senior Woman of the Wurundjeri people, will extend a formal invitation to Chicago to attend the 2009 Parliament event. The Wurundjeri is one of only three "First Nations" in the world to receive a formal apology from its country's ruling government. Aunty Joy has successfully championed reconciliation efforts on behalf of the Wurundjeri people and is internationally recognized for her service to the community through her significant contributions in the fields of social justice, land rights and equal opportunity.

Confirmed performances for the event include: Mr. Warren Clements, didjeridu player from Cairns, Australia and highly regarded Aboriginal Performance Artist; Genesis World Music Ensemble, a team of musicians from five different nations; and Chicago Didjeridu Chorus, ten performing artists who will deliver a dramatic multi-cultural performance alongside Clements in the closing ceremony. 

Breakout session topics include: Indigenous Spirituality and Caring for the Earth; Religious Perspectives on Global Climate Change; Youth Roundtable Dialogues; and a live theatrical performance, “The Invitation,” which will highlight the work of eight Nobel Peace Prize laureates. 

The December 7th event is especially significant as the Council for a Parliament of the World’s Religions began in Chicago in 1888 as community leaders sought to gather representatives of various spiritual traditions. This gathering led to the 1893 World’s Parliament of Religions, held as part of the World Columbian Exposition, and is considered the origin of the modern interreligious movement. 

To register for this historic event, visit www.parliamentofreligions.org and click on “Chicago: Dec. 7, 2008.” Contact Alisa Roadcup, Advancement Associate at the Council for a Parliament of the World’s Religions at 312.629.2991 ext. 237 or email alisa@parliamentofreligions.org
Professor “Aunty Joy” Wandin Murphy, Melbourne, Australia








