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Faith in Melbourne D That!s the spirit

Melbourne!s newly launched Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre will host the largest and
most diverse multifaith gathering of religious and spiritual leaders in the world this year from 3-9
December.

The event, held by the Parliament of the WorldOs Religions, provides an opportunity for Melbourne to
demonstrate its commitment to diversity, peace, sustainability and reconciliation, on a truly
international stage.

It will also inject more than A$75 (S$ 73.6) million into the Victorian economy.

Chair of the 2009 Parliament of the WorldOs Religions Professor Gary Bouma, saidhousands of
guests from 80 countries will attend, making this the largest convention in Australia this year.

Several delegates from Singapore representing different religious groups attended the last
Parliament of the WorldOs Religioa in 2004 at BarcelonaOdJniversal Forum of Cultures. The
international gathering which is held once in every five years saw a turnout of 9,000 participants
from 74 countries.

Melbourne was awarded the honour of hosting the 2009 event over Singapore and New Delhi which
had bid to be host venue.

OThe 2009 Parliament will turn worldwide attention to Melbourne as a desination city with
international appeal, following past Parliaments in Barcelona (2004), Cape Town (1999), and
Chicago (1993),0 Mr Bouma said.

OMelbournds an ideal place to hold the largest interreligious gathering, because of its cultural and
religious diversity and social cohesion.

Ohis Parliament will provide opportunity for the worldOs religious and spiritual communities and their
leaders to discuss and explore peace, diversity and sustainability in the context of interreligious
understanding and cooperation.
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@\nd this important discussion will showcase the new Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre,
the centrepiece of the new $1.4 billion precinct along the Yarra.O

The theme for this yearOs Parliament isviake a World of Difference: Hearing each other, Healing the
earth. Over 500 programs will feature lectures, dialogues, workshops, symposia, performances and
exhibits, with participation and delivery by renowned spiritual, religious, civic, academic and political
leaders, from Australia and overseas.

The Parliament of the WorldOs Religions 2009 is supported by the State Government of Victoria, the
Commonwealth Government of Australia, and the City of Melbourne, as well as individual, religious
and corporate donors.

The Parliament of the WorldOs Religions began in 1893 and has since been held in various locations
around the world. It was created to cultivate harmony among the worldOs religioa and spiritual
communities, and to foster engagement with the world and its guiding institutions to achieve a just,
peaceful and sustainable world.

The Patrons for this yearOs Parliament include a selection of preeminent Australians including:

Patron -in-Chief

o Professor David de Kretser AC, Governor of Victoria

Key speakers
These currently include

0 Fr. Laurence Freeman - Director of The World Community for Christian Meditation, UK

0 His Holiness the Dalai Lama - Tibetan Buddhist Leader, India

o Chief Oren Lyons - Native American Faithkeeper of the Turtle Clan of the Onondaga Nation,
USA

o Professor Joy Murphy Wandin - Senior Aboriginal Woman of the Wurundjeri People,
Australia

o Dr. Chandra Muzaffar - Political Scientist and Founder of JUST, Malaysia

0 Rev. Dr. Ishmael Noko - General Secretary of the Lutheran World Federation and Convenor
of the Inter-Faith Action for Peace in Africa

0 Rev. Dr. Shanta D. Premawardhana - Director of Inter-religious Dialogue and Cooperation,
World Council of Churches, Switzerland

o Rabbi David Rosen - Chairman of International Jewish Committee on Inter-religious
Consultations, Israel

0 His Holiness Sri Sri Ravi Shankar - Spiritual Leader of The Art of Living Foundation, India

o Dr. Karan Singh - Member of Parliament, Former Minister for Education and Culture, India

o0 Dr. M. Din Syamsuddin - President of Muhammadiyah, Indonesia
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