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Presence and Engagement
Christianity and Religious Plurality
LEVEL 2
RAY GASTON
MODULE DESCRIPTOR   

This module is designed to give students a critical overview of Christian approaches to religious plurality and to enable an in depth experience of another faith tradition in a contemporary urban context.

The module will include sessions on Christian theologies of religious pluralism, the Bible and religious pluralism and Christian spirituality in encounter with other faith traditions. There will also be opportunities to explore the theology, spirituality and practice of significant Christian interfaith practitioners from historical and contemporary contexts.

The module requires students to critically engage in a variety of ways with ONE other faith tradition. This will include an attachment with a place of worship in Birmingham for a significant part of the module and encouragement to engage in structured reading about the attachment tradition and to incorporate readings from the scriptures of the tradition in or around daily devotional practice
INTRODUCTION TO MODULE    
The Module will be taught using a variety of learning approaches including lectures, student led seminars and personal and group reflection on the attachment experience through journaling and structured group work.
Preparatory Reading

Introduction to Other Religions

Huston Smith  The World’s Religions  - Our Great Wisdom Traditions  Revised edition (Harper 1999)
Chapter 1 and then two further chapters from either 2, 3, 6 or 7 and then chapter 10

W Owen Cole, Six World Faiths (Continuum New Edition 2004)
Introduction to Christian Theology of Religions

Paul F Knitter Introducing Theologies of Religions  (Orbis 2004) 

p1-15
or

Veli-Matti Karkkainen An Introduction to the Theology of Religions – Biblical, Historical and Contemporary perspectives  (IVP 2003) p17-29
Christian Discipleship in MultiFaith Context
Richard Sudworth  Distinctively Welcoming – Christian Presence in a Multifaith Society (Scripture Union 2007)

Ray Gaston Struggle and Surrender – learning from Islam and following Christ (Wild Goose Publications 2009)
LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of the module students will be able to 
1. Demonstrate a broad understanding of the variety of Christian theological and spiritual approaches to religious plurality, and an ability to use them reflectively to inform their own approach
2. Show an understanding of the importance of engagement with religious plurality for the development of contemporary theology and ministry.

3. Give an account of the way the module has enhanced their understanding of another faith tradition, including experience of worship and community life, that demonstrates insight into their own and the other’s practice and faith.. 

4. Evaluate the possibilities for spiritual enrichment through engagement with other faith traditions

TEACHING SESSIONS

Day: Thursday
Time: 10 am-12 noon
Room: Handsworth Room
Additional sessions/visits: 10 hours with attachment communities
TITLE & SUBJECT OF TEACHING SESSIONS

	Date 
	Title
	Outline 

	15/1/09
	“For God all things are possible”
Soteriology and Religious Pluralism

	Introduction to Christian Theology of Religions, the salvific paradigm continuum – where do I stand? 
Approach: Lecture and Group work




	22/1/09
	Y “All God’s People” 
The Bible and Religious Pluralism
	The Bible and Religious Pluralism 
Covenant in the Old Testament

Genesis and Interfaith encounter

The New Testament and Religious Pluralism

Approach: Lecture and Bible Study

	29/1/09
	‘Hold you fast to that which you believe acceptable to God and I 

will do the same’ 
Towards a Theology of Inter Religious Encounter.
	Beyond the salvific paradigm, Theologies of difference, Comparative Theology and Theologies of interreligious encounter. 
Approach : Lecture and group textual study

	5/2/09
	Attachment Tutorials
	

	12/2/09
	‘Putting on the mind of Christ’
Interpreting Inter Religious Encounter / Inter Religious Encounter as Spiritual Practice
	St Francis of Assisi and the Crusades, ‘Crossing Over’ as Spiritual practice (Dunne), Sanderrmiers ‘Interreligious Hermeneutics’. Kenosis – Christological practice and interreligious encounter, Solidarity with Others –liberationist perspectives on interreligious encounter

Approach: Lecture and discussion

	19/2/09
	Half Term
	

	26/2/09
	Models of Inter faith Engagement 1
Distinctively Welcoming 

A local evangelical approach to dialogue with Muslims
	A visit to St Christopher’s Parish Sparkhill session led by Revd Toby Howarth Vicar of St Christopher’s and Bishop’s Interfaith Advisor for Diocese of Birmingham 
(TBC)

	5/3/09
	Models of Inter faith Engagement  2 – Moseley Inter Faith Group and the Faith Encounter programme. Christians and the Inter Faith movement

	We will visit the Hamza Mosque in Moseley and hear the story of the Moseley InterFaith Group from Revd Harry Walkley and Saifer Rahman. We will also hear from Ruth Tetlow of the Faith Encounter programme and Christian Interfaith Practitioner. (TBC)

	12/3/09
	Models of Inter faith  Engagement 3 – ‘Depth Theology’ and ‘Inter spirituality’
A Mystical Unity?
	Video ‘A Human Search’ The Life of Bede Griffiths. Discussion on Depth Theology and The inter spirituality movement, Perenialism in Christianity and Islam



	19/3/09
	Pastoral Ministry in our Multi Faith context – The Inter faith Marriage Network
	Heather Al-Yousef from the Interfaith Marriage Network

	26/3/09
	‘In the end…God’
	Reflection on the process, revisiting the salvific continuum, evaluation of course



Attachment Streams

For the first five weeks of the module students have the opportunity for a serious encounter with another faith tradition. Students will be divided into particular faith streams and each week a 2 hour experience in that other faith tradition has been organised. Students are asked to email the tutor r.gaston@queens.ac.uk with their preferred attachment options by Friday 5th December. Please list them 1 to 4 with 1 being your most preferred option and 4 being your least. It is unlikely that everyone will get their first option as we will need to limit each group to six
Options are

Buddhism

Islam

Judaism

Sikhism

It is advised that during the experience of the attachment you keep a spiritual diary (SD) of some form, this is separate to your existing Learning Journal (LJ) although you may decide to incorporate aspects of your reflections in your LJ. This SD is yours and will not be seen by the tutor unless you decide to share it. However, it will form a useful resource when you come to write your 1,000 word reflection. In this SD you should reflect on your daily reading of your traditions scripture and the weekly encounters. Some of the questions you might ask yourself throughout the five weeks and will be expected to consider when writing your final reflection are:

What have I found challenging?

What have I found enriching?

What have I learnt of God?

How has this experience affected my own faith?

ASSIGNMENT TYPE(S): 2,000 word essay and 1,000 word reflection on attachment
DEADLINE: 22nd April 2009
ASSIGNMENT TITLES:

	1.“We need to move from a ‘Theology for dialogue’ to a ‘Theology of dialogue’”
Discuss



	2. Compare and Contrast two different Christian Theologians on their approaches to Religious Pluralism


	3. “The idea that world religions ordinarily function as paths to salvation is dangerous nonsense and wishful thinking.” Discuss


	4,What might we learn from the early Church Fathers for a theology of religious pluralism today?


	5.“Christians open the door to interreligious dialogue by locating the particularity of Jesus within the universality of God’s self-revelation, rather than locating God’s universality within the particularity of the historical Jesus” Discuss


	6. Examine and critically assess the work of one of the following Christian interfaith practitioners:
Louis Massignon

Bede Griffiths
Max Warren

Roger Hooker

Thomas Merton



	7.How can a Biblical understanding of Covenant contribute to a Christian theological understanding of religious pluralism?


	8.“The Christian cannot ..simply accept the plurality of religious ways as part of the diversity of God’s creation, for even when considered in the most positive light possible, the fact of multiple religions represents a distortion of God’s intention for his creation.” Discuss


	9.“Paul is an exclusivist, John is an inclusivist” Discuss


	10. Is there a universal spirituality in the world’s religions?
11. Theologically evaluate either:
St Christopher’s Church’s Interfaith work

Or The Moseley Interfaith Group



ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

Each essay should demonstrate:

· Clear organisation, logical development of your argument and adequate grammar, syntax etc

· The ability to articulate clearly an understanding of the variety of Christian approaches to other faith traditions 
· A confident and mature understanding of the issues involved. This should include your own views, how and why you hold them

· Awareness of and dialogue with a range of voices, including a variety of authors, showing that you can describe the views of others accurately and enter the debate with and between them

Each Reflection should demonstrate:

· A serious engagement with the Scripture of your stream tradition
· Self reflection upon the experience of engagement with your stream tradition.
· An ability to incorporate learning from the lectures into the experience of
READING LIST FOR LECTURE COURSE:
General Introductions/Course Textbooks

Huston Smith  The World’s Religions  - Our Great Wisdom Traditions  Revised edition (Harper 1999)

W Owen Cole, Six World Faiths (Continuum New Edition 2004)
Paul F Knitter Introducing Theologies of Religions  (Orbis 2004)

Veli-Matti Karkkainen An Introduction to the Theology of Religions – Biblical, Historical and Contemporary Perspectives  (IVP 2003)

Alan Race and Paul M Hedges (Eds), Christian Approaches to Other Faiths (SCM 2008)

Christian Theologies of Religious Pluralism – The Salvific Paradigm Debate
John Hick and Paul F Knitter (Eds)  The Myth of Christian Uniqueness (SCM 1987)

Gavin D’Costa (Ed) Christian Uniqueness Reconsidered The Myth of a Pluralistic Theology of Religions (Orbis 1990)
Alan Race, Interfaith Encounter (SCM 2001)

Gavin D’Costa, The Meeting of Religions and the Trinity (Orbis 2000)

Amos Young, Beyond the Impasse, Toward a Pneumatological Theology of Religions (Paternoster 2003)
Amos Yong, Hospitality and the Other – Pentecost, Christian Practices, and the Neighbour (Orbis 2008)

J. A. Dinoia, The Diversity of Religions – A Christian Perspective (Catholic University Press 1992)

Paul F Knitter, Jesus and the Other Names – Christian Mission and Global Responsibility (One World 1996)

Jacques Dupuis, Christianity and the Religions (DLT 2002)

Harold Netland, Encountering Religious Pluralism – The Challenge to Christian Faith and Mission ( Apollos 2001)

The Bible and Religious Pluralism
Ida Glaser, The Bible and Other Faiths – What Does the Lord Require of Us (IVP 2005)

Wesley Ariarjah, The Bible and People of Other Faiths (WCC 1989)

Kenneth Cracknell, In Good and Generous Faith – Christian Responses to Religious Pluralism ( Epworth 2005)
Clark H Pinnock, A Wideness in God’s Mercy – The Finality of Jesus Christ in a World of Religions (Zondervan 1992)

Beyond The Salvific Paradigm: Comparative Theologies and Theologies of Interreligious Dialogue
Jeannine Hill Fletcher, Monopoly on Salvation? A Feminist Approach to Religious Pluralism (Continuum 2005)
James L Fredericks Faith among Faiths Christian Theology and non-Christian Religions (Paulist Press 1999)
Michael Barnes, Theology and the Dialogue of Religions (CUP 2002)

Raimon Panikkar The Intra-Religious Dialogue (Revised Edition Paulist Press 1999)

John B Cobb Transforming Christianity and the World – A way Beyond Absolutism and Relativism (Orbis 1999)

Mark S Heim, The Depth of Riches – A Trinitarian Theology of Religious Ends (Eerdmanns 2001)
David H Jensen In the Company of Others – A Dialogical Christology (Pilgrim Press 2001)
Francis X Clooney,  Hindu God, Christian God  How Reason Helps Break Down the Boundaries between Religions (OUP 2001)

Keith Ward Religion and Revelation A Theology of Revelation in the World’s Religions (OUP 1994)
Interpreting Interreligious Encounter/Interreligious Encounter as Spiritual Practice
John S Dunne The Way of All the Earth: An Encounter with Eastern Religions, (Sheldon Press 1973)
T. Sundermeier ‘Aspects of Interreligious Hermeneutics’ in Martha Frederiks, Meindert Dijkstra, and Anton Houtepen (Eds). Towards an Intercultural Theology: Essays in Honour of Jan A. B. Jongeneel  (Zoetermeer: Boekencentrum, 2003) p67-77

Martha Frederiks, ‘Hermeneutics from an Inter-Religious Perspective?’ In Exchange 34:2 p101-110

Tina Ruparell ‘ The Dialogue Party: Dialogue, Hybridity, and the Reluctant Other’ in Viggo Mortensen (Ed) Theology and the Religions – A Dialogue (Eerdmans 2003)
David H Jensen In the Company of Others – A Dialogical Christology (Pilgrim Press 2001)

Leonardo Boff, Fundamentalism, Terrorism and the Future of Humanity (SPCK 2006)
J. Hoeberichts, Francis and Islam (Franciscan Press 1997)
Elaine Z Madison, St Francis and Islam in the Frescoes of Giotto – Transforming the Mind of the West, International Journal of Humanities Volume 2 Number 3
Anselm Min, The Solidarity of Others in a Divided World – A Postmodern Theology after Postmodernism (T&T Clark 2004)

Stories of Encounter
Graham Kings, Christianity Connected – Hindus, Muslims and the World in the letters of Max Warren and Roger Hooker (Boekencentrum 2002)
Shirley Du Boulay, The Cave of the Heart – The Life of Swami Abishiktananda (Orbis 2005)

Shirley Du Boulay, Beyond the darkness: a biography of Bede Griffiths (Rider 1998)
Klaus Klostermaier, Hindu and Christian in Vrindaban (SCM 1969 )

Mary Louise Gude, Louis Massignon: The Crucible of Compassion (Notre Dame 1996)

William Apel, Signs of Peace – The Interfaith Letters of Thomas Merton (Orbis 2006)
Depth Theology. Perenialism and Interspirituality
Ewert H Cousins, Christ of the 21st Century, (Element  1992)
Frithjof Schuon, The Transcendent Unity of Religions (Quest 1993)

Bede Griffiths, A new vision of reality: Western science, Eastern mysticism and Christian faith (Collins 1990)
Huston Smith, Forgotten Truth – The Common Vision of the World’s Religions (Harper 1992)

Wayne Teasdale, The Mystic Heart – Discovering a Universal Spirituality in the World’s Religions ( New World 1999)
Wayne Teasdale,  ‘Spirituality as a Primary Resource in Promoting Peace’ in Interreligious Insight April 2006 Special Celebratory Section
Beverly J Lanzetta, The Other Side of Nothingness – Toward a Theology of Radical Openness (SUNY 2001)

Beverly J Lanzetta, Emerging Heart – Global Spirituality and the Sacred (Fortress 2007)

Bob Robinson,  Christians Meeting Hindus: An Analysis and Theological critique of the Hindu-Christian Encounter in India (Regnum Books 2005)

ATTACHMENT STREAM READING LISTS
Islam

Scripture Reading

Michael Sells, Approaching the Qur’an  - The Early Revelations (White Cloud Press 1999)

The Qur’an translated by M. A. S. Abdel Haleem (OUP 2005)

Farid Esack, The Qur’an – A User’s Guide (One World 2005)

Asma Barlas, Believing Women in Islam – Unreading Patriarchal interpretations of the Qur’an (University of Texas Press 2002)

Ashghar Ali Engineer, ‘A Critical Look at Some Qur’anic Verses on War and Violence’ in Interreligious Insight Vol 6 No4 October 2008 p33- 41

Reza Shah-Kazemi, The Other in The Light of the One – The Universality of the Qur’an and Interfaith Dialogue, (Islamic Texts Society 2006)

Introductions to Islam 
Ron Geaves, Aspects of Islam (DLT 2005)

Seyyed Hossein Nasr, The Heart of Islam – Enduring Values for Humanity ( Harper 2004)

Ziauddin Sardar, Desperately Seeking Paradise – Journeys of a Skeptical Muslim (Granta 2005)

Akbar Ahmed, Journey into Islam – The Crisis of Globalization (Brookings 2007)

Christian-Muslim Relations and Dialogue

Ovey N Mohammed S.J. Muslim-Christian Relations – Past, Present, Future (Orbis 1999)

Hugh Goddard, A History of Christian-Muslim Relations (New Amsterdam 2000)

Irfan A. Omar (ed) A Muslim View of Christianity – Essays on Dialogue by Mahmoud Ayoub (Orbis 2007)

Anthony O’Mahoney and Emma Loosely, Christian Responses to Islam: Muslim-Christian Relations in the Modern World (Manchester University Press 2008)
Buddhism
Scripture Reading

Dhammapada  (British Buddhist Society)
Introductions to Buddhism and Meditation

Walpola Rahula, What the Buddha Taught  (One World 1997)

 Nyanaponika Thera , The Heart of Buddhist Meditation (Red Wheel 1996)
Thich Nhat Hanh, Old Path White Clouds  (Full Circle 2003)
Christmas Humphreys, Concentration and Meditation (Watkins 1959)
Sayadaw U Pandita, The State of Mind Called Beautiful (Wisdom 2006)
Geshe Gedun Lodro, Calm Abiding and Special Insight (Snow Lion 1996)
Christian –Buddhist Dialogue
Rita M Gross, Buddhists Talk About Jesus, Christians Talk about the Buddha, (Continuum 2000)

John Cobb and Christopher Ives (Eds) The Emptying God: A Buddhist-Jewish-Christian Conversation, (Paulist 1990)

Aloysius Pieres, Love meets Wisdom: A Christian Experience of Buddhism (Orbis 1988)
Perry Schmidt-Leukel (ed.),  Buddhism and Christianity in dialogue : the Gerald Weisfeld Lectures 2004 (SCM 2005)
Sikhism
Scripture Reading

Nickky Guninder Kaur, The Name of My Beloved (Harper Collins 1996)

Selections from the Sikh Scriptures The Guru Granth Sahib
General Introductions and History
Joy Barrow, Meeting Sikhs, (Christians Aware 1998)

W Owen Cole Teach Yourself Sikhism (Hodder and Stoughton 2003)

Patwant Singh, The Sikhs, (John Murray 1999)

Anil Chandra Banerjee, The Sikh Gurus and the Sikh Religion (Munshiram Manoharial Publishers 1983)

W H McLeod Sikhs and Sikhism (OUP 1999)

M Tully and S Jacob Amritsar: Mrs Gandhi’s Last Battle (Pan 1986)

K S Brar Operation Blue Star The True Story (UBS 2001)

Opinderjit Kaur Thakhar,. Sikh Identity: An exploration of groups among Sikhs.
(Ashgate 2005)                     

Satwant Kaur Rait,. Sikh Women in England: their religious and cultural beliefs and social practices. (Trentham 2005)

Singh, Nikky Guninder Kaur.  The feminine principle in the Sikh vision of the transcendent. Cambridge: (CUP 1993). 

Sikhism and Christianity
W O Cole and P S Sambhi,  Sikhism and Christianity: A Comparative Study  (Macmillan 1993)
Judaism
Scripture Reading

Tanakh: The Jewish Bible (Jewish Publication Society 1991

Barry Holtz, Back to the Sources – Reading the Classic Jewish Texts, (Simon & Schuster 1986)
Jonathan Magonet, A Rabbi Reads The Bible (SCM 2004)
General

Lionel Blue, To Heaven with the Scribes and Pharisees, The Lord of Hosts in Suburbia, The Jewish Path to God (DLT 1990)
Louis Jacobs , The Book of Jewish Belief, (Behrman 1984)

Louis Jacobs , A Jewish Theology (Behrman 1983)
John  Rayner,  Jewish Religious Law – A Progressive Perspective (Berghahn Books 1998)
Max Dimont,  Jews, God and History (Pan 1999)

Jonathan Romain, Faith and Practice- A Guide to Reform Judaism Today (Reform Synagogues 1991)

Lawrence Kushner , Honey from the Rock – An easy Introduction to Jewish Mysticism (Jewish Lights 2000)
Jewish Feminism

Judith  Plaskow,  Standing Again at Sinai –Judaism from a Feminist Perspective (Harper Collins 1991)
Sybil Sheriden, Hear our Voice – Women Rabbis Tell Their Stories (SCM 1994)
Sylvia Rothschild and Sybil Sheridan (ed.) Taking up the Timbrel  - The Challenge of Creating Ritual for Jewish Women Today (SCM 2000)
Melissa Raphael , The Female Face of God in Auschwitz: A Jewish Feminist Theology of the Holocaust (Routeledge 2003)
Christian - Jewish Dialogue
Marcus Braybrooke,  Christian-Jewish Dialogue – The Next Steps (SCM 2000)   
Rosemary Ruether, Faith and Fratricide The Theological Roots of Anti-Semitism (Wipf and Stock 1997)          
Michael Wyschogrod Abraham’s Promise Judaism and Jewish-Christian Relations (Eerdmans 2004)          
Helen P Fry (Ed) Christian- Jewish Dialogue – A Reader (University of Exeter Press 1996)                                                                              
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